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Annual Consultation Meeting with Private 
School Representatives and 

Representatives of Parents of Parentally-
Places Private School Students with 

Disabilities



Objective of Todayôs 

Meeting

·Information Gathering

·Consultation

·To Discuss the Written Affirmation Process



Background Information

IDEA 2004 requires that school districts:

·Consult with private school representatives 
and representatives of  parents of 
parentally-placed private school students 
with disabilities during the designand 
developmentof special education and 
related services for parentally-placed private 
school students.



School District 

Obligations Include:
·Conducting child find activities to locate, identify 

and evaluate children with disabilities who are 
enrolled in private schools located within the 
{ŎƘƻƻƭ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊȅΤ  
·providing opportunities for participation of eligible 

students in Part B programs; and
·expending a proportionate share of the Part B 

funds to parentally-placed private school students 
with disabilities. 



Parentally-Placed Private School 

Students with Disabilities

Private school students with disabilities are 
students who meet the State Board of 
Education Rule criteria for exceptional student 
education (ESE) per the provisions in the 
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act and 
who are enrolled by their parents in private 
school or facilities.



ñPrivate Schoolòï

Section 1002.01(2)FS 

Defines Private School as:

An individual, association, co-
partnership,  or corporation,  or 
department, division, or section of 
such organizations, that designates 
itself as an educational center that 
includes kindergarten or higher 
gradeΧ



Determining Which Private 

School Students Are Eligible for 

Services Under IDEA:
Students with disabilities attending private elementary 

or secondary schools that are nonprofit day or residential schools that 
provide education as determined by  State law are eligibleto be included 

in the proportionate share calculations.  

Students enrolled in for-profit private schools are 
not eligiblefor services under IDEA. 

Annual survey information regarding status of private schools:  
www.floridaschoolchoice.org/Informaion/Private_

Schools/annual_survey-Info.asp



Resident District:
The School District in which 
the parentally-placed private 
school child with a disability 
resides.



Serving District

The District in which the private 
elementary or secondary school is 
located and where the child 
attends. 



Are McKay Students 

Included?
·Yes, students who are participating in the McKay 

Scholarship Program and designated as parentally-
placed private school students are included.  

·However, students placed in private schools by 
agencies are not designated as parentally-placed 
private school students, nor are students enrolled 
in a home education program, nor are students 
enrolled in for-profit private schools. 



Are Private Pre-K Programs 

Private Schools?
·If the private preschool includes the  grade of 

kindergarten or higher, then it meets the definition 
of private school. 

·If an eligible Pre-K child is identified, the School 
District offers FAPE via an IEP for resident students; 
if the parent declines this offer, and the child is 
enrolled in a nonprofit private school, then the child 
is considered a parentally-placed private school 
child and may be eligible for services. 



Are Students Identified as 

Gifted Only Included ?
No, the IDEA requirements apply only to 
students with disabilities.  IDEA funds may not 
be used to provide services to students 
identified as Gifted only, who do not have an 
identified disability.  



CONSULTATION



Timely and Meaningful 

Consultation
The School District must engage in 
timely and meaningful discussions 
with private school representatives 
and representatives of parents of 
parentally-placed private school 
students before making decisions 
regarding the services that will be 
provided.



Consultation Topics
·The child find process
·The determination of the proportionate amount of 

Federal funds available and how the funds are 
calculated
·How the consultation process continues throughout the 

school year
·How, where and by whom special education and related 

services will be provided, including how and when these 
decisions will be made
·How the School District will provide a written 

explanation of the reasons for its decision if there is 
disagreement with the views of private school officials



State Complaint Process

·Private school representatives have the 
right to submit a complaint to the 
Florida Department of Education if they 
believe that the District did not engage 
in consultation that was meaningful 
and timely and/or did not give their 
views consideration.



CHILD FIND / REEVALUATION


